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•why do we take the time to walk through 
books?

–ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ

–answers big questions

•Who is God?²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΚ  Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƎŜǘ 
fixed?

–to be biblically literate

–life change
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•Faith Works
–CŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘΧ

•a feeling, a religious disposition, set of beliefs, good works, 
idea of God

–CŀƛǘƘ ƛǎΧ
•a verb, means to trust/believe, a relationship with God 

through Jesus that radically changes us

•Do we work hard to get a relationship with God?
–NO!

•Do we work hard because we have a relationship 
with God?
–YES!
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James 1:1  - James, a bond-servant of God and 
of the Lord Jesus Christ,To the twelve tribes 
who are dispersed abroad: Greetings.
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•James, the half-brother of Jesus

–thought Jesus was crazy

–leader of Jerusalem church

–martyred in Jerusalem, 62 AD

•what would your brother write about you?
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•a servant= born a servant; reborn a servant in 
Christ

•ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǘƛǘƭŜΣ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘŀƭƪ 
about church

•Faith seeks humility
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•James 1:2 - Consider it all joy, my brethren, 
when you encounter various trials,
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•count trials as joy?  Crazy!

•άƭŜǘέ-ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ

•Faith seeks to greet trials

–all trials are an occasion for joy b/cL ǾŀƭǳŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ 
above all

•in my faith being purified

•ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǇǊƻƻŦέ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ
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•James 1:3-4  - knowing that the testing of your faith 
produces endurance.And let endurance have its 
perfect result, so that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing.
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•ǘǊƛŀƭǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΤ ǘƘŜȅ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ

–ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ

•saving trust in Jesus

•tested and proven in little things
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•testing= intent, purpose, goal

•CŀƛǘƘ ǎŜŜƪǎ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛƴ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ

•do all trials produce patience/endurance?
–not if we complain, sink into depression, respond with 

rebellion

•so, trials have a purpose, much of which is dependent 
on faith, response and seeking

•trials are already hard, but they are harder when we 
suffer for nothing or into rebellion

•Faith seeks perseverance; letting the trial do its 
intended work
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•James 1:5-6  - But if any of you lacks wisdom, let 
him ask of God, who gives to all generously and 
without reproach, and it will be given to him.But he 
must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one 
who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and 
tossed by the wind.
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•Faith seeks wisdom

•do I persevere in a trial 1) eliminate the trial or 2) 
endure the trial?

•wisdom- taking all of the info and putting it 
together to face trials

•Prayer to end trials- Psm 143:9

•Prayer to endure- Psm 119:10

•άDƛǾŜ ƳŜ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘΣ [ƻǊŘέ- who needs 
that today?
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•James 1:6-8  - But he must ask in faith without any 
doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of 
the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.For that man 
ought not to expect that he will receive anything 
from the Lord,being a double-minded man, 
unstable in all his ways.
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•Faith seeks wisdom in faith

•ǿκƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ƳƛƴŘŜŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ

–it means recognizing my weaknesses and holding on to 
DƻŘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ

•faith that waivers btn believing God and doubting 
God is a sign of the need to mature

–&might reveal a pattern of a lack of patience
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•James 1:9-11  - But the brother of humble 
circumstances is to glory in his high position;and the 
rich man is to glory in his humiliation, because like 
flowering grass he will pass away.For the sun rises 
with a scorching wind and withers the grass; and its 
flower falls off and the beauty of its appearance is 
destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of his 
pursuits will fade away.
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•trials have a way of showing us how transient we 
are

•are you rich, comfortable, above others?

–trials will come to show you that this world is not our 
ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƛǘ

–how often we are devastated by trials b/c we have 
placed our hope, identity and joy HERE

•Faith seeks eternity
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•count it all joy

–count= a financial term, evaluate in order to set 
priorities

•evaluate your faith walk when trials come

–do you have faith?  Belief in Christ

•in times of trial, is your faith walking?

–ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎΧΦƘǳƳƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŜǘ ǘǊƛŀƭǎΣ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛƴ ǘǊƛŀƭǎΣ 
perseverance, wisdom, eternity

•while walking- love God and trust his plans for you 
(v. 12)


