
Isaiah 64
Yearn for God’s Power and Presence



• What did we talk about last week

– Remembering God when things fall apart

• God wants us to remember he is our Father 
and Potter



Isaiah 64:1-4
64 Oh, that You would rend the heavens and come down,
That the mountains might quake at Your presence—
2 As fire kindles the brushwood, as fire causes water to boil—
To make Your name known to Your adversaries,
That the nations may tremble at Your presence!
3 When You did awesome things which we did not expect,
You came down, the mountains quaked at Your presence.
4 For from days of old they have not heard or perceived by ear,
Nor has the eye seen a God besides You,
Who acts in behalf of the one who waits for Him.



• “God, act in my world”- why would we need to 
pray this?

– Appeals to God’s creativity, ownershp and power

– Only faith can pray this prayer

– An honest prayer



• They remember God’s power before- the 
mountains shook

– Do we want this kind of display from God?

– Signs as a result of him manifestly moving among us

– Do you pray like this?

• God does what he wants but he’s constrained 
himself to prayer

– God shake the mountains- tear open heaven!



• We want God and amazing things to happen

– They are not sure God was really God anymore

– Do you only see God’s activity in the miraculous or 
unusual?



• v. 2-“Show your power so no one doubts its you”-
when you pray are your prayers full of this?

• v. 3-are you still overwhelmed with God’s grace 
for you?

– If you’re mad or disappointed- seek God and pray like 
this!

• Yearn for God’s power



• v. 4- God does this for the one who waits for him

– God’s people have waited a lot

– Biblical waiting is active that focuses on being God’s 
people

– The humble person

– For the righteous



• What does that righteousness look like?

– Know you are not righteous- We sinned and continue 
to sin

– Know the distance it creates btn you and God

– My good is tainted by sin; how much uglier is my sin?

– I can’t stand against sin

– I don’t call out to my Savior 

– Distance from God

• Yearn for God’s righteousness



Isaiah 64:7-9
7 There is no one who calls on Your name,
Who arouses himself to take hold of You;
For You have hidden Your face from us
And have delivered us into the power of our iniquities.
8 But now, O LORD, You are our Father,
We are the clay, and You our potter;
And all of us are the work of Your hand.
9 Do not be angry beyond measure, O LORD,
Nor remember iniquity forever;
Behold, look now, all of us are Your people.



• The Prophets understood that God was working 
through every event

– We often judge events as good or bad based on how 
they effect us right now

– Don’t too quickly tie faith into what you can see God 
doing



• There’s a turn here from look at circumstances to 
looking at God

– God is our Father and Potter

– Cry for God to act based on repentance



• Do you long for vv. 1, 3 and 4?

– Are you harboring sin?

– The sin of disaffection and neglect (Malachi)

– When you are in sin, God is not obligated to rush in 
or respond

– Confess and call on him!



• Are you waiting?   What are you doing?

– Work

– Listen

– Manipulate circumstances

– Walk away from God



• There is pain and alienation in this text

– This kind of crying out may be a prerequisite

– A sloppy but honest cry to God

• In our messed up world, we need God’s power-
but we also need his intimacy

– Like a Father and a Potter

• Yearn for God’s personal presence and power


